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Empathy is in our genes
by ANI on November 17, 2009

in sci-tech

Washington, Nov 17 (ANI): Being empathetic is all in the genes, say researchers who have found a
genetic variation linked to a person’s ability to infer the mental state of others.

The researchers from Oregon State University  and University of California, Berkeley have found a
variation in the hormone/neurotransmitter oxytocin’s receptor that might explain how empathetic a
human is, and how that person reacts to stress.

Sarina Rodrigues, an assistant professor of psychology at Oregon State University, revealed that
oxytocin has already been significantly linked with social affiliation and reduction in stress.
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